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This new edition of the AJN Award-winning textbook analyzes the most current health care reforms

and their effect on our health system from a social justice perspective. It addresses the reforms of

the landmark health care reform bill passed in March, 2010, and provides students of health care

policy with a framework within which they can understand and evaluate our health system.  The text

provides a comprehensive description and analysis of the historical evolution and organization of

our health care system that is framed by a forthright social justice critique. In addition to extensive

coverage of our health care system structures, finances, and performance on a variety of population

health indicators, the text analyzes disparities in access to health and health care in America-by

race, ethnicity, class, age, gender, and geography. Issues of special focus include long-term care

policy, the bioethical dimensions of health care policy, the transformation of health to an economic

commodity, the politics of health care policymaking, and the global context of health care disparities.

 New to the Second Edition:  Contains numerous chapters that have been extensively revised or

completely rewritten Explains the political goals of and barriers to each stage of the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act's (PPACA) implementation plan Provides two distinct critiques of

the PPACA Offers a social and political health care agenda based on a social justice perspective

Features a teaching guide
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"This new edition of the AJN Award-winning textbook analyzes the most current health care reforms



and their effect on our health system from a social justice perspective. It addresses the reforms of

the landmark health care reform bill passed in March, 2010, and provides students of health care

policy with a framework within which they can understand and evaluate our health system. The text

provides a comprehensive description and analysis of the historical evolution and organization of

our health care system that is framed by a forthright social justice critique. In addition to extensive

coverage of our health care system structures, finances, and performance on a variety of population

health indicators, the text analyzes disparities in access to health and health care in America-by

race, ethnicity, class, age, gender, and geography. Issues of special focus include long-term care

policy, the bioethical dimensions of health care policy, the transformation of health to an economic

commodity, the politics of health care policymaking, and the global context of health care disparities.

New to the Second Edition:  Contains numerous chapters that have been extensively revised or

completely rewritten Explains the political goals of and barriers to each stage of the Patient

Protection and Affordable Care Act's (PPACA) implementation plan Provides two distinct critiques of

the PPACA Offers a social and political health care agenda based on a social justice perspective

Features a teaching guide "

Gunnar Almgren, PhD, is Professor of Social Work and Social Welfare at the University of

Washington, Seattle Campus. Prior to that, he was a social work practitioner and administrator in

not-for-profit and public health care systems for 15 years. His teaching and research interests

include health care policy, social welfare policy, poverty and inequality, safety-net health care

systems, and the determinants of disparities in health and in health care. He is also the co-author of

The Safety-Net Health Care System: Health Care at the Margins (Springer Publishing, 2012).

This book contains a lot of information about the development of health care in the United States. It

looks at the historical development of our health care system and the many policies, programs, and

institutions that make up the health care landscape that exists today. It is not light reading, but for

someone who wants to dive deeper into the unique aspects of American health care it is an

extremely useful text to read.

Good!

Wonderful text that provides a novel and useful approach to Health Policy. Issues of social justice

and access are crucial to understanding the American Health Care System and its limitations. The



text is well-written and provides comprehensive coverage. My students and I love this book. I highly

recommend it and hope that the author continues to update it so I can continue to use it for years to

come.

Great product and fast shipping!

OK book for an ok topic.

This book was really hard to process and understand because of that I didn't really read all of the

things we were assigned to for the class I needed it for and I turned to other sources instead.
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